
Summer 2018 Reading for Rising 5th Grade Students 

 

This summer, incoming 5th grade students will be free to choose their own reading. We would 

like for students to read at least two books which they find interesting. What is important is 

that they read, not so much what they read. The reasons for this are compelling, as Nancie 

Atwell indicates. 

 

“There is no more important homework than reading. Research shows that the highest 

achieving students are those who devote leisure time to reading, even when the school 

day and year are only mid-length and homework isn’t excessive. Recently, the largest-

ever international study of reading found that the single most important predictor of 

academic success is the amount of time children spend reading books, more important 

even than economic or social status. And one of the few predictors of high achievement 

in math and science is the amount of time children devote to pleasure reading.”  

~Nancie Atwell, The Reading Zone: How to Help Kids Become Skilled, Passionate, 

Habitual, Critical Readers  

  

The freedom to choose books is strongly grounded in research conducted by Donalyn Miller. 

 

“Providing students with the opportunity to choose their own books to read empowers 

and encourages them. It strengthens their self-confidence, rewards their interests, and 

promotes a positive attitude toward reading by valuing the reader and giving him or her a 

level of control. Readers without power to make their own choices are unmotivated.”  

~Donalyn Miller, The Book Whisperer 

 

“If we really want our students to become wild readers, independent of our support and 

oversight, sometimes the best thing we can do is get out of the way.”  

~Donalyn Miller, Reading in the Wild 

 

So, how “should” students choose their summer reading?  Here are three suggestions. 

 

1. Talk to other students about the books which they have enjoyed. Some of the best reading 

recommendations come from peers. 

 

2. Visit the New York Times “Children’s Middle Grade” bestseller list. 

 

3. Visit Barnes and Noble or Half-Price Books to see what local middle school students are 

reading. 

 

Finally, students may take AR quizzes on the books which they read this summer, but we are not 

requiring them to do so. I will assign a project when school begins which will give students a 

chance to tell others about the books which they liked best this summer.  

 

Mindy Nelson and Liz Hook 

5th Grade Literature Teachers 
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